"TAKING   SILK"

The common subject of conversation among young men
and girls is pregnancy."

Curtis enjoyed conducting a cross-examination in which
he could tear to pieces the evidence of a doubtful witness.
After a morning's hard work during which he had been
on his feet without a rest, he would appear as fresh as when
he began, and say : " That's the kind of day I enjoy,"

One of his best successes was when he appealed against
the conviction of a clergyman alleged to have accosted
young women in the Strand. As usual, two constables
were the only witnesses for the prosecution, and Curtis
asked them if they had not noticed that the defendant had
a limp ? The police thought they were being led into a
trap, and were emphatic that the man they saw behaving
improperly was not physically afflicted. Curtis then had
everything his own way, producing evidence to show that
the clergyman had a pronounced limp as the result of an
accident. An easier victory came when he appealed against
the sentence on a company director for procuring a false
passport for a young girl whom he took to Paris. She
was only 16, but he was able to prove that she herself had
wrongly stated her age, and when he asked her to stand up
in Court she revealed herself as a girl with every appearance
of being at least 20 years of age. Curtis put the girl's father
in the witness-box, and said : " Do you know the defendant
approached your wife on the question of marrying her ? "
The father agreed. ec In fact they are now married/'
suggested Curtis. The answer was that the trip to Paris
had been followed by marriage.

The Gambling and the Lottery Laws brought more
briefs. There was the famous Golden Ballot prosecution